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(54) METHOD FOR ENTRY TO CONFERENCE SERVICE OF MULTIMEDIA BASING NETWORK 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a vjdeo^ 
c onference s ystem basing a network for easily guiding 
participants in a video conference who are present in a 
different place to an electronic conference room 
environment. 

SOLUTION: A grat)hical multimedia user interface(GMUI) 
allows participants in a conference to think that the 
visual points of users enter an actual conference room 
by using an actual conference metaphor. Especially, this 
GMUI places the participants (users) in the conference 
outside the conference room at first, applies intuition to 
the users that they enter an opened door when the 
confirmation of the users succeeds, and then presents 
display for allowing the users to come to the table of the 
conference at last. Thus, the GMUI urges an event 
necessary for intuitively performing access to the virtual 
conference to the users. The gain of this GMUI is that 
the metaphor is completely used for the actual 
conference room, and such simple usage is urged. 
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[0014] 

Fig. 17 is a flowchart showing steps of the user who is invited to a conference in 
progress. The conference generally is premeditated through the procedure of 
reservation, so that the conference should be held by predetermined multiple 
participants invited by the conference service on a predetermined date. Then, the 
participants are informed of the start time of the conference at step 1701. Then, the 
conference service calls the participants at step 1702. Next, at step 1703, it is tested 
whether a local multimedia communication application program is prepared for the 
conference call in the place of the participants. When the test result at step 1703 is "NO", 
the process is ended at step 1704. When the test result at step 1703 is "TES", the 
conference invitation is displayed on the screen of Fig. 18 at step 1705. As shown on the 
screen of Fig. 18, the buttons is displayed to select whether the user accepts the 
conference invitation. The user, therefore, determines whether he/she accepts the 
invitation, or, it is determined whether the predetermined time-out term is passed. 
When the predetermined term is passed, and, when the user rejected the conference 
invitation, the process is ended in step 1704. When the user accept the conference 
invitation at step 1706, the conference service is displayed on the screen as shown in Fig. 
4 at step 1707. Next, on the screen of Fig. 5, the users, who are outside the door of 
conference room including an identification window, are displayed. Then, at step 1709, 
the process proceeds to an identification process shown in a flowchart of Fig. 19. 
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